Observed changes in coyote behavior that indicates an increasing risk to human safety

(See Timm et al. 2004)

 These stages of behavioral change are often predictable and occur in this sequence: 

1. An increase in observing coyotes on streets and in yards at night. 

2. An increase in coyotes approaching adults and/or taking pets at night. 

3. Early morning and late afternoon daylight observance of coyotes on streets and in parks and yards. 

 4. Daylight observance of coyotes chasing or taking pets. 

5. Coyotes attacking and taking pets on leash or in close proximity to their owners; coyotes chasing joggers, bicyclists, and other adults. 

6. Coyotes seen in and around children’s play areas, school grounds, and parks in mid-day. 

7. Coyotes acting aggressively toward adults during mid-day. 

Generally, the earlier in the sequence the coyote management program is initiated, the lower the amount of resources needed and the higher the chances of success in preventing attacks on humans. 
 Reducing the risk of future coyote attacks on humans and pets is possible. It is a responsibility those in charge of public safety, wildlife management, animal regulation, and park management must take seriously in urban, suburban, and rural areas. The methods have been well tested and proven over the last 25 years, and they are listed here in order of importance:  
Programs to Prevent Coyotes from Losing Fear of Humans 

1. Public education to inform citizens about wildlife, what habitat components attract animals, and effective hazing methods. 

2. Development of statutes to prohibit feeding wildlife and regulate refuse handling. 

3. Develop coyote behavior monitoring regarding daytime activity, boldness to humans, pet losses, and human conflicts. 

4. Initiate coyote population reduction when needed. 

Programs for Existing Bold Coyote Problems

1. Public education to warn about safety for humans and pets. 

2. Initiate monitoring of coyote behavior to pinpoint and evaluate potential problems and specific target areas. 

3. If necessary, and when feasible, start trapping or shooting in specific target areas. 

4. Continue to monitor behavior, as trapping of one or two coyotes may reintroduce fear into the target coyote family group. 

5. Public education to eliminate components of attractive habitats, such as food, water, shelter, and friendly humans. 
 “Once coyotes have begun acting boldly or aggressively around humans, it is unlikely that any attempts at hazing can be applied with sufficient consistency or intensity to reverse the coyote habituation. In these circumstances, removal of the offending animals is probably the only effective strategy” (Timm et al. 2004). 
Public education is the key to getting citizens to have a good understanding of the problem and its causes, so that effective urban coyote management programs can be implemented with enough public support to reduce future attacks on humans and pets.

· Never deliberately feed a coyote or other wild mammal.
· Securely cover garbage cans and compost bins.
· Remove fallen fruit from yards. 

· Eliminate opportunities for rats to breed in and around your yard.  
· Never deliberately approach a coyote, and teach children to respect all wildlife from a distance. 

· Keep house pets indoors and allow only controlled access to the outdoors (fenced yards and leashes). Always keep pets inside from dusk to dawn, when coyotes are most active.  
· To prevent coyotes from entering your yard, consider removing unnecessary brush, installing a motion-sensitive lighting system, or installing a coyote proof fence. To be effective, fences must be at least six feet tall, have no openings greater than four inches, and should extend flush with the ground.  
· If you do not want coyotes around your home, let them know that they are not welcome. If you see a coyote, shout and make noise, wave your arms. 
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